TOE MAN I KNEW

attacks which were launched by the enemy were successfully
repulsed with severe losses to the Germans. Douglas was
particularly pleased to learn that the casualties amongst his
troops had been so small.

By the end of the month the weather had cleared and this
made a big difference to the advance. The work of mov-
ing forward the guns was made much easier and could be
carried out much more quickly. The advance continued and
Douglas saw his army commanders and impressed on them
the importance for thorough preparation before each suc-
ceeding attack so that full advantage could be taken of the
successes gained.

Douglas was much upset by the fact that the French had
not started their attack by the end of September, He had
repeatedly asked Colonel de Bellaigne, the head of the
French Mission, to impress on General Petain the necessity
of his attacking vigorously, and when the former informed
him on the second last day of September that the French
could not attack before the middle of October Douglas
reminded him that P&ain had promised that his attack
would commence in the middle of September. Obviously
this delay was very serious to Douglas's plans, as any
attack made by the French after the main attack, planned
by Douglas for the loth of October, would be useless. The
main object of the French attacking at all was to prevent
the enemy moving troops to stop the British advance
farther north.

It had been definitely agreed by the War Cabinet that
Douglas would be present at all conferences with the
French relating to operations in France. He was amazed,
therefore, to be informed on the 3rd of October that it had
been decided at a conference held at Boulogne about a week
before, at which Douglas was not present, that the British
troops should take over more line from the French, and
that it was left to P&ain and himself to make the necessary
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